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You can select automatic or Hot spare under Allocation.   
Automatic is the Default setting.  For this allocation type the capacity on Drives is set 
automatically. 
Hot Spare: Physical disks added as hot spares to a pool act as reserves that are not 
available for provisioning in the creation of virtual disks.  If a failure occurs on a drive in a 
pool that has an available hot spare, the spare will be brought online to replace the failed 
drive 



The three Hard disks have now been turned into a Pool 





Pool created with the 3 disks 

Click here to create a virtual disk 



This wizard helps you create a virtual disk form a storage pool 
 
A virtual disk is a collection of one or more physical disks from a previously created 
storage pool.  The layout of data across the physical disks can increase the reliability 
and performance of the virtual disk. 



Select the Pool you want to use then click next 
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NEW VIRTUAL HARD DRIVE THAT WAS CREATED.  THE 
SERVER SEES THIS DISK AS A PHYSICAL DISK 

DRIVE THAT WAS LEFT OUT 

Open Disk Management to view the disk drives 



The disk in its present state in Unallocated so in storage pools dialog box we need to right 
Click on the virtual disk and click on New volume  





Select the disk and then click Next 













To increase the size of the pool you can add additional hard disks.  We will  
Add the Hard disk that was left out. 
 
Right click on the pool and select Add Physical disk 



Other physical disk that was not added before 

Select the disk and click on OK 



New disk added to Pool Increase in size of pool 



To increase the size of the virtual 
disk we can simply right click on 
the disk and select 
Extend Virtual disk 



Now the capacity of the drive is 97 GB 



We can now go to the volume that was 71 GB, right click on it and select Extend Volume 





Capacity of the volume is now 96 GB 


